
 

tor.”  Nicole underscored her 

commitment to professional-

ism when she said, about her 

upcoming duties, “I will en-

sure citizens have a clear view 

into the work of the State 

Auditor's office. All Missouri-

ans have my promise that 

work will be performed inde-

pendently. I will review all 

levels of government with 

professionalism, even-

handedness and integrity." 

What came as a huge sur-

prise to most Missourians 

last week came as acknowl-

edgement to MCTA’s county 

treasurers of what they had 

come to see in a fellow 

treasurer – a dedicated pub-

lic servant with formidable 

talents and strengths in ac-

counting and auditing.  One 

of their own, Boone County 

Treasurer Nicole Galloway, 

was selected by Governor 

Jay Nixon to the post of 

State 

Auditor.  

Recently 

appoint-

ed to the 

CERF 

Board, 

and head 

of the association’s Pie Day 

at the State Capitol, mem-

bers saw firsthand the dedi-

cation, intelligence and ener-

gy she brings to the project 

at hand.  Nicole acknowl-

edged the special relation-

ship she found in working 

with her fellow county treas-

urers when she said, “The 

collaboration among County 

Treasurers in Missouri is a 

true asset to our state, and I 

thank everyone for the 

teamwork I have been al-

lowed to be a part of time 

and again. Please know, I 

have tremendous respect for 

the work that local officials 

perform each and every day, 

and the impact it has on the 

daily lives of Missourians." 

 

The pride MCTA members 

felt in Nicole’s soon-to-be 

appointment was palpable in 

the explosion of intra-

association emails congratu-

lating her.  MCTA President 

Steve Cheslik said, “We are 

so proud of Nicole.  Her 

professionalism and passion 

to serve her constituents will 

make her a great state audi-

Congratulations Nicole! 

Legislators Eat Up Pie Day  

MCTA’s 2015 Pie Day was a 

clear success.  Clad in green 

and armed with pastries, a 

small army of county treas-

urers descended on the 

General Assembly in Jeffer-

son City on Tuesday, March 

10th, to show appreciation to 

their legislators and 

statewide officials. 

Many MCTA members 

who participated were 

able to make personal 

contact with their legisla-

tors during the day.  

Mary Clair (Webster Coun-

ty) said, “I was able to meet 

all three of my legislators in 

the hallway and on the floor 

of the House.”  She added, 

“Some assis-

tants familiar 

with Pie Day 

were request-

ing particular 

flavors.” 

MCTA participants com-

mented on legislators and 

assistants expressing their 

(Continued on page 2) 
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President 

Steve Cheslik (Cass) 
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Lori J. Smith (Adair) 
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Rick Renno (Benton) 

 

3rd Vice President 

Cindy Esely (Andrew) 

 

Secretary 

Elaine Gilley (Camden) 

 

Treasurer 

Karen Matthews (Christian) 

 

Past President 

Kristi Stephens (Stone) 

 

Chaplain 

Justin Hill (Greene) 

 

CERF Board Member 

Nicole Galloway (Boone) 

 

Legislative Chair 

Becky Schofield (Dallas) 

 

Board Members 

Jean Cook (Laclede) 

Penny Henry (Randolph) 

Jim Platt (Bates) 

Denita Williams (Dent) 

Patty Meyers (Audrain) 

Hello, Treasurers - 

Welcome to MCTA eNews - Your quarterly snapshot  
of the latest association news and information to enjoy, share, and use! 

sponsored by... 

Missouri’s next State Auditor, 
Nicole Galloway 

Boone County Treasurer 



 

Profile:  Washington County’s Phyllis Long 

offices on that particular day.  Marty Smith 

(Saline County) said, “Thanks to Nicole’s 

efforts, our main task of delivering was ‘a 

piece of pie,’ pun intended!” 

The new pie vendor, Peggy Jean’s Pies in 

Columbia, Missouri, was 

a hit as well.  Joan Bran-

son, legislative assistant 

to Senator Mike Cun-

ningham (Dist. 33), said, 

“The senator enjoyed 

every bite of his pie.” 

Afterwards, MCTA 

members regrouped for 

lunch at McCalister’s 

Deli, followed by a 

meeting of the MCTA 

Board.  President 

Cheslik thanks every-

one who helped in 

making this year’s Pie Day a success. 

gratitude both for the delicious pies and for 

the presence of county treasurers in the hall-

ways of the State Capitol.   

Following an introduction from the floor of 

the Senate, the band 

of treasurers fo-

cused on logistics.  

Nicole Galloway 

(Boone County) 

organized the pur-

chasing and distribu-

tion of the associa-

tion’s pastry offer-

ings, and her efforts 

went over exceed-

ingly well.  “It was a 

really great day, and 

Nicole’s process for us to deliver the pies was 

slick and easy,” said Cindy Esely (Andrew 

County).  Nicole’s logistics had treasurers 

delivering to a single floor which eased deliv-

eries given the very crowded hallways and 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Years serving as County Treasurer:  “Four.” 

 

How I came to run for office:  “I had been a bookkeeper for a lumber company for 

over 41 years and was going to get my hours cut.  A friend suggested running for Treas-

urer.  I did, won and here I am, starting my second term.” 

 

What I like most about being a treasurer:  “Bookkeeping.  That is what I have 

done for 46 years and I just love it.” 

 

Most difficult thing about being a treasurer:  “The politics.” 

 

Favorite politician:  “Winston Churchill.” 

Away from the office, my favorite pastime is:  “Being with my 11 grandkids.  They 

keep me very busy.” 

 

My favorite movie:  “Field of Dreams.” 

 

My favorite book:  “The Old Man and the Sea.” 

 

Something most people don’t know about me is:  “I’m the youngest of 12 kids.  I 

have 6 brothers and 5 sisters.  I have a daughter, Shawnee, who has 5 children (including 

a set of triplets) and a son, Chad, who has 6 children (including a set of twins).” 

 

Other bits:  “I am a very big sports fan.  I go to a lot of the High School games, includ-

ing my granddaughter’s softball games for a traveling team in St. Louis.  I have been a 

Cardinal fan all of my life.” 

 

Pie Day (continued) 

“Great people, good 
pies, great oppor-
tunity - and a pleas-
ure to see all of the 
county treasurers 
take a personal in-
terest and visit their 
legislators in person 
to explain their 
views and issues.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Sen. Mike Cunningham 

Heather Reynolds (Johnson), Rep. Dean 
Dohrman, and Kim Lyne (Pettis) 

Phyllis Long 
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What I Enjoyed Most about 

My Last Vacation:  First let me 

tell you that I am Barba Par-

rish, first term Barton County 

Collector-Treasurer. The last 

vacation I took was with my 

husband to Buena Park, Califi-

fornia to visit his family.  Since 

they are so far away we do 

not get to see them every 

year so when we do get out 

there it is good to see all of 

them.  This year was very spe-

cial since his sister from 

Washington was coming to 

visit the day we were to leave 

and we had not seen her for 7 

years, so we lengthened our 

vacation by one day so all of 

his family could be together 

for one day.  As with any trip 

that I go on, what I enjoy 

most about it is the people 

that I get to visit and the new 

sights I get to discover.  Saying 

that, I should enjoy every day 

as a vacation since in our offic-

es we always get to meet new 

people and discover new situ-

ations to explore. 

 

## 

There is nothing that I like better 

than telling you about the most 

precious children that I went to 

see in New Jersey - my grand-

childrenJ. 

Our daughter Julie and her hus-

band were expecting their third 

child and I tried to plan my vaca-

tion to witness the blessed 

event…. but I missed it again!  

Baby daughter Meesha arrived 1 

week before I got there! 

They also have a son Zain (4) 

and daughter Mahlia (2).  There 

is no place else that I would ra-

ther be than spending my vaca-

tion with them. I go out once or 

twice a year and they plan a trip 

to Missouri in the summer to 

spend time with us, their great 

grandparents, and cousins. Her 

brother Brent (from Springfield) 

plans a trip up home so that her 

children can play with their cous-

ins from Missouri. 

Unfortunately, this was one of 

the worst winters the northeast 

has had in a very long time, but I 

didn’t mind though since I love 

spending time inside with my 

little ones. The older two chil-

dren loved playing games and 

having Nani read books to them. 

And the newborn enjoyed me 

just rocking and spoiling her! 
 

## 

We are blessed to live within 

20 minutes of the Mark Twain 

Lake.  Add a 20’ speed boat 

and a family that loves the 

water and you have a perpet-

ual vacation!  We spend most 

Sundays during the boating 

season happily cruising the 

Lake, up to our chins in the 

Lake, or water skiing and tub-

ing.  What I enjoy even more 

than these outings is when 

one or more of our kids bring 

a friend and we get to “teach” 

them  to ski!  What fun to 

watch them go from a flailing 

ball of arms and legs to a pro 

in no time at all!  My brother-

in-law has a boat, too, so we 

celebrate many special events 

on the Lake.   My most special 

memory would have to be the 

4th of July party we had with 

another brother-in-law includ-

ed.  Shortly thereafter, he was 

diagnosed with cancer and in 

no time at all he passed from 

this earth to heaven.  I cannot 

express how much that boat-

ing party meant to the rest of 

us.   

## 

Soapbox...a MCTA forum for friendly views and opinions… 
What did you enjoy about your last vacation? 

Barba Parrish 
Barton County 

Jena Epperson 
Ralls County 

Paula McCoy 
Livingston County 
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Ever wonder what pos-

sesses our members to 

seek political office?  

Seems to be a different 

story for each treasurer.  

Johnson County Treasur-

er Heather Reynolds was 

happily busy pursuing ed-

ucation and enjoying her 

job without much 

thought of politics.  Then 

she happened to meet a 

state representative, be-

gan working on a political 

campaign, and was 

hooked on politics. 

Heather received her 

finance degree from Uni-

versity of Central Mis-

souri and began her ca-

reer in banking.  Seeking 

still more educa-

tion, she obtained a 

marketing degree 

as well from UCM 

and broadened her 

career by working 

in real estate.   Af-

ter her introduction to 

politics, Heather weath-

ered a tumultuous cam-

paign and was elected in 

2012. 

When asked about her 

opinion of her job, 

Heather replied, “I love 

it.  I love the people I 

work with and I really 

enjoy working with the 

public.”  Heather feels 

fortunate to have a good 

working relationship with 

elected officials and staff 

around the courthouse.  

Her own staff includes 

one full-time deputy – 

something for which she 

is also grateful. 

Life away from the court-

house has also been for-

tunate.  She married Jar-

rod in 2011.  Jarrod 

works for the county’s 

road department and in 

his spare time farming 

corn and soybeans.  She 

has a stepson, Jacob, who 

is 19.  Family is important 

to Heather and with a 

very large extended fami-

ly there is much to appre-

ciate.  Rounding out the 

family picture are her five 

dogs (border collies and 

an Australian shepherd 

mix) which have litters 

about twice a year.  Arf! 

Heather also finds im-

portance in attending and 

volunteering for her 

church, Northside Chris-

tian.  A memorable mo-

ment was in 2000 

when, “My father, 

mother, brother, 

his wife and I 

were baptized in 

a single ceremo-

ny.”  Heather’s work for 

the church includes vol-

unteering for the early 

childhood center, Com-

passion International and 

helping with social greet-

ing.  She also serves on 

the local board of the Big 

Brothers Big Sisters. 

Another passion of 

Heather’s is design.  Fash-

ion design?  No.  Archi-

tectural design!  The 

Reynolds’ century plus-

old farmhouse needed 

replacing and Heather, 

coming from a family of 

construction contractors, 

drew up no fewer than 8 

plans before perfecting 

the design along with Jar-

rod of the home in which 

they now enjoy.  The dat-

ed corn-pellet stove that 

only heated the living 

room has now been re-

placed by a contemporary 

earth contact home.  And 

now Heather as the per-

fect nest to read the mys-

tery, romance, and fanta-

sy books she enjoys.  And 

the occasional farm maga-

zine. 

 

 

Profile:  Johnson County’s Heather Reynolds 
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Northside Christian 

Heather Reynolds 

Home 
Sweet 
Home 

Heather, Jarrod & Jacob 
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MCTA’s Professional Ser-

vices Fund is closer to 

emerging thanks to the de-

liberations of its exploratory 

committee members.  

Those include Chair Jim 

Platt (Bates), Penny Henry 

(Randolph), Rick Renno 

(Benton) and Rob Willard 

(Platte).  Of its delibera-

tions, Jim said, “I am happy 

with our progress, and we 

have covered useful ground 

regarding scope and funding 

issues.”  He highlighted the 

committee’s recommenda-

tions which were also pre-

sented at MCTA’s Annual 

Conference last year in Ex-

celsior 

Springs:  Start-

up funding of 

$20,000, a 

final fund bal-

ance of $80k-

100k, appoint-

ment of an 

advisory com-

mittee consisting of the 

same members as the ex-

ploratory committee, limit-

ing eligible legal assistance 

to those requests that effect 

many, if not all, county 

treasurers, and, lastly, rais-

ing membership dues 

to complete funding.  

The committee’s 

recommendations 

and deliberations 

have had once cen-

tral focus, described 

by Rob Willard as, 

“Funding the ability 

to have independent legal 

counsel when it is most 

needed.” 

copies left, so first come 

first served!   

The next issue of the 

membership directory 

will most likely include 

cell phone numbers for 

those who wish to pro-

vide it.  In the meantime, 

any suggestions on im-

proving our association’s 

directory can be directed 

to Eric or to any Board 

member.   

Notice anything new in your 

mailbox last week?  The 2015 

MCTA Membership Directo-

ries were mailed to all MCTA 

members in early April.  If 

you did not receive yours, 

please contact Eric at ep-

eters@colecounty.org or call 

573.634.9121.  And if you 

want an extra directory you 

may request one from the 

same email.  There are limited 

  

 

Update:  Professional Services Fund 

Extra Membership Directories Available 
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MCTA Board to Appoint New CERF Representative 

With the reluctant departure 

of County Employees’ Retire-

ment Fund (CERF) Board 

representative Nicole Gallo-

way, the MCTA Board is pre-

paring to appoint her replace-

ment whose term expires 

December 31, 2017.  MCTA 

President Steve Cheslik sent 

an email on April 17th to all 

MCTA members regarding 

this opening.  In that email 

he encouraged those who 

are interested in serving 

on the CERF Board of 

Directors to submit (in 

Word file) your biograph-

ical details to him by Fri-

day, May 1st.  Bio details 

should focus on the fol-

lowing items:  1) basic 

personal information like 

your county, how long in 

office, any other personal 

data you think may be 

helpful for the board to 

know; 2) why you want to 

serve on the CERF Board; 

and 3) any experience/

credentials that you believe 

has helped to prepare you 

for serving on the CERF 

Board.  After applicants 

have submitted their bios 

Steve said he, “…will send 

out a list of candidate 

names to the entire associ-

ation.  Then, if an MCTA 

member so desires, he/she 

may lobby your MCTA 

Board members to choose 

his/her favorite candidate.”  

For the specific responsibil-

ities of serving on the CERF 

Board, see Steve’s 4/17/15 

email to MCTA members. 

“County Treasurers are 

administrative, not 

ministerial - no one 

should run your office 

but you.” 

 -Jim Platt 

       Bates County 
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P.O. Box 22 
Jefferson City, MO  65102 

Phone: 573.291.9995 
Fax: 573.634.8257 

Email: eric@eSummarize.com 

   The purpose of the Missouri County Treasurers’ Association is to bring about a closer and 
more cooperative relationship among Missouri’s County Treasurers, and to afford opportuni-
ties for its members; to obtain a broader and more practical knowledge of the duties and pow-
ers of their offices; to study and discuss questions and laws relating to their offices; to thor-
oughly investigate any contemplated legislation that in any way affects the office of Coun-
ty Treasurer; and to strive at all times to give to the office of County Treasurer the high stand-
ing among the county offices of the State to which it belongs. 

Our prayers are with 

Frankie Stewart 

(Pemiscot) and her family 

as they mourn the passing 

of Frankie’s father, Frank 

“Frank-Daddy” Pierce, 

aged 87.  Memorial contri-

butions may be made to 

Wesleyan Church of 

Caruthersville, Missouri. 

Announcements 
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Don’t forget we’re on the 

web! motreasurers.org 

I was racking my brain to find a topic for this quarter’s president’s mes-

sage when the news of Nicole Galloway’s appointment as State Auditor 

broke.  The ideas I had been pondering seemed to pale in comparison to 

this wonderful news.  Therefore, let’s think about what this means…  

Nicole has meant so much to our organization over the years.  When she 

first took office as Boone County Treasurer in 2011 she tackled the diffi-

cult task of researching every Missouri statute that has anything to do 

with being a county treasurer.  We all enjoy the fruits of that labor with the statute listings 

and corresponding links that we can refer to on the MCTA website and in the Membership 

Directory.  Thank you, Nicole!  Also, when we had a vacancy to fill on the CERF Board, 

Nicole submitted a resume that was unbelievably impressive.  In fact, I remember Phelps 

County Treasurer Carol Green saying, quite prophetically by the way, “Steve, have you 

seen Nicole Galloway’s resume.  I think ‘this girl’ is state office material!”  Nicole has rep-

resented us well on the CERF Board. Thank you, Nicole!  Finally, due to office holder 

turnover our association had lost its long time “Pie Day Organizer.”   Well, Nicole 

stepped up to the plate (no pun intended) and oversaw a very successful Pie Day earlier 

this year.  Thank you, Nicole!   

We will obviously miss Nicole.  However, one thing I have learned during my tenure as 

MCTA president is that Missouri County Treasurers step up whenever needs arise and 

work needs to get done.  I have no doubt the same will happen this time.  So, some op-

portunities to serve are out there.  If you are interested in serving on the CERF Board, let 

me know.  The MCTA Board will be going through a selection process soon.  If Pie Day 

sounds like something you would like to take on, contact me or 1st Vice President Lori 

Smith (Adair).  Finally, let’s remember we will have a new treasurer in Boone County.  If 

you signed up to be a treasurer mentor and you live in a 1st class county near Boone, I may 

be contacting you to help show the newly appointed treasurer the ropes (though some-

thing tells me the office will be left in great shape and the new treasurer will have a 

smooth transition). 

One last thing, the MCTA Conference (September 9-11) is coming together nicely.  I will 

be sending out hotel room registration information in May and conference registration 

sometime in June.  As always, let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 

Message from President Cheslik 

MCTA eNews 

 

Our prayers are also with 

Rick Renno (Benton) and 

his family whose brother, 

Chuck Renno, passed 

away on April 8th, due to 

injuries sustained in an 

accident.  Memorial con-

tributions may be made to 

the Renno Scholarship 

Fund.  Cards may be sent 

to Rick’s office. 
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About Us... 
   Our agency was established in 1951, becoming Teeple Insurance 

Agency in 1985.  Our staff has over 75 years combined experience in 

the insurance industry.   

   As an independent agency, representing many companies, we offer 

coverage with top-rated companies at competitive rates.  Our 

high level of customer satisfaction is accomplished through product 

knowledge, specialized marketing, and personal service after the policy 

is sold.   

Call Us for a quote! 
 

573.378.4246 

Toll Free:  888.999.4246 

 
www.teepleinsurance.com 

email: kennyteeple@yahoo.com 

Teeple Insurance Agency, Inc. 

Call Kenny for 

your Bonds! 

Treasurers and Collector-Treasurers: 

call Us for your Bonds! 

 

Our very competitive rates on your 

bonds are a good fit with county budg-

ets, and are written only with an A+ 

rated insurance company.  Your premi-

ums may be paid annually or four-year 

prepaid resulting in substantial sav-

ings… 

 

...so call Us for a quote today! 


